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sented in the Philippines in the way in which the 
fervid expansionists propose to solve it is to at- 
tempt nothing that deserves the name of construc- 
tion. It is destruction in every aspect of it, — to the 
character and strength of our own country, to the 
struggling sense of freedom in the Philipinos them- 
selves and to the higher Christian civilization whose 
foremost champion we have been through a century 
of growing light and hope. 

Editorial Notes. 



The President on 
the Czar's Proposal. 



The following passage is President 
McKinley's comment in his message 
on the Czar's manifesto : 
"The proposal of the Czar for a general reduction of 
the vast military establishments that weigh so heavily up- 
on many people in time of peace was communicated to 
this government with an earnest invitation to be repre- 
sented in the conference which it is contemplated to 
assemble with a view to discussing the means of ac- 
complishing so desirable a result. His majesty was at 
once informed of the cordial sympathy of this govern- 
ment with the principle involved in his exalted proposals 
and of the readiness of the United States to take part in 
the conference. 

The active military force of the United States, as 
measured by our population, territorial area and taxable 
wealth, is, and under any conceivable prospective con- 
ditions must continue to be, in time of pease so conspicu- 
ously less than that of the armed powers to whom the 
Czar's appeal is especially addressed that the question 
can have for us no practical importance, save as mark- 
ing an auspicious step toward the betterment and good- 
will among them ; but in this view it behooves us as a 
nation to lend countenance and aid to the beneficent pro- 
posal." 

The latter part of this statement would seem patron- 
izing if it were not so evidently sincere. How Mr. 
McKinley makes out that the question has no practical 
importance for us " under any conceivable prospective 
conditions," we cannot comprehend. He evidently did 
not grasp the full import of what he was writing, or 
if he did, he purposely meant to blind the country. 
England is spending this year on her army, in round 
numbers, $100,000,000, France $130,000,000, Ger- 
many $120,000,000, Russia $190,000,000. The regu- 
lar army of 100,000 which is now asked for by the 
President and Secretary Alger is to cost, by estima- 
tion, $167,000,000 the coming year, or about four 
times as much per soldier as the armies of Europe. 
Add to this $50,000,000 for the navy and $150,000,000 
which we are paying for war pensions, and we shall 
have the colossal sum of $367,000,000 to be paid in a 
single year for war purposes. The President must 
know that if our standing army begins to grow, ex- 
cuses will be found for its further increase. It is not 
visionary, therefore, to say that, if the present tenden- 



cies, operating in the nation, are allowed to act, the time 
is not far away when, in spite of our population and 
our taxable wealth, the question raised by the Czar 
will have for us an importance altogether different from 
that of mere goodwill to the rest of humanity. We 
shall soon need some goodwill shown to us. 



North and xhe President "has waded right into the 
hearts of the Southern people," it is said. 
He has led them in singing " America." He has exalted 
to the skies their " patriotism " and their " courage" in 
the recent war. He has told them that the time has 
come when the nation should help them in the care of the 
Confederate graves. He has even gone so far as to put 
on and wear a Confederate badge and march with old 
Confederate troops. The nation has been quick to re- 
spond to the sensible part of what the President has said 
and done in the South, but there has been a large feeling 
that he has been entirely too dramatic for a President 
and that in some of his sayings and doings he has gone 
much beyond the bounds of good sense, to say the least. 
"We have the deepest sympathy with all proper and right 
efforts to wipe out the old animosities between the North 
and the South and to bring the two sections of the 
country into an abiding friendship. The animosity has 
been disappearing and the friendship growing for many 
years. The recent war has had very little to do with it, 
except to give it opportunity to manifest itself in certain 
directions by a portion of the South. But the roots of 
the reconciliation and re-union are not war-roots at all. 
They are the permanent, peaceful interests of the country, 
and both North and South have for many years been 
wise enough to allow themselves, to be led by these inter- 
ests to abandon their grudges and prejudices. What 
has pained us about the President's extravagances in the 
South is that there has been in them so much glorifica- 
tion of war, as if the recent war had been the chief glory 
of the century as well as the chief agency in cementing 
North and South. Some of the President's utterances 
and doings seem to reveal the real motive which was 
actuating him to say and do these strange things. He 
evidently meant to win his auditors to his expansionist 
policy. He knew that the South as a whole, as shown 
in a recent canvass of the leading newspapers, was op- 
posed to imperialism. He has himself drifted so far out 
on the wild, fascinating sea of imperialism, that he seems 
determined by every hook and crook to carry all sections 
of the country with him. But for the necessities of his 
imperialist policy, William McKinley would never have 
worn a Confederate badge, or offered to turn the Con- 
federate graves into national graves. We doubt if sober- 
minded men in the South itself will have as high a regard 
for the President as they would have had if he had acted 
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with more restraint and with less of " political " 
finessing. 



The Christmas number of Harper's Weekly 

satisfactory. sa y 8 that " tne re P ort °' tae Secretary of the 
Treasury, so far as it deals with the revenues 
and expenditures of the government, is very far from 
being satisfactory. We do not say this because the esti- 
mates show an expected deficiency at the end of the cur- 
rent fiscal year of $112,030,000, and for the fiscal year of 
1900 a deficiency of a little more than $30,000,000. We 
shall have to expect deficiencies for some time to come, 
and doubtless an increase of the bonded debt will be 
made necessary by the excess of expenditures over reve- 
nues. But this report is unsatisfactory mainly for its 
indefiniteness. It is entirely guess-work." But what 
else could the poor Secretary do but guess? What else 
can the Editor of Harper's Weekly do? What else can 
anybody do ? We confess that the whole thing looks to 
us definite enough to be frightfully ugly. For the cur- 
rent year the military establishment is expected to cost 
ten times what it cost before the war, and for the next 
fiscal year five times as much, and thereafter? Five times 
as much ! That would be as much as the biggest military 
establishment in Europe costs, and four times as much 
per capita of the soldiers. "But everything depends, after 
all, on what Congress decides to do in these directions, 
and while we may be sure that the cost of governing the 
country is to be greatly increased, we do not know with- 
in millions the amount of this increase." The pity of it 
is, that large masses of the people, possibly a majority, 
do not care to know. They shut their eyes to these 
things. While these big debts and estimates of vastly in- 
creased expenses are getting rapidly upon the national 
account book, they are shouting themselves hoarse to 
bring about the very conditions which will make certain 
the enormous future expenditures the only indefiniteness 
about which is the size of the proportions to which they 
will grow. If one ventures humbly to call attention to 
these very practical things, he is at once cried down : 
"Oh, you faithless 'little Americans', you forget our 'des- 
tiny', our responsibility to ' humanity ' ! We shall ' rise' 
to meet the great opportunity ! " Yes, we shall " rise" 
to meet it; of that there is not the slightest doubt; 
some of us, or our descendants " a great while before 
day," in order to make the hard-earned money with 
which to pay the big bills. We shall " rise " to meet the 
occasion as France and Germany and Italy have 
" risen," and as Russia has "risen," — Russia who is now 
on her knees in Wall Street begging the money which she 
cannot borrow in any money centre of Europe. A 
nation can " rise" to nearly anything to which it sets its 
head. 



The Hull The House Committee on Military Affairs has 
reported favorably the Hull bill to increase 
the standing army of the United States to 100,000 men. 
We are glad to see that a number of the committee are 
strongly opposed to the proposed action and have sub- 
mitted a minority report and substitute bill. They base 
their opposition on the ground that " such an army is 
not necessary to be maintained in this country now, 
neither because of our relations to the islands of the sea, 
nor because of any necessity which in the past year has 
arisen in this country itself." The report declares that 
"such a standing army as the one proposed would in 
time of peace be a menace to the liberty of citizens, and 
in time of war would not be sufficient to meet success- 
fully the armies of the first-class powers of the world. 
Happily, we are so situated that a large standing army is 
not a necessity and would be a luxury to be supported 
by the taxes of the people." The report shows that the 
Hull bill, if enacted into law, will impose a military ex- 
pense of $150,000,000 a year, saying nothing of the 
navy. After further setting forth the evils of large 
standing armies, and the danger to the liberties of the 
country in abandoning the policy which has been pursued 
so successfully so many years, the minority report pro- 
poses a substitute bill which provides for a standing 
army of 30,000 and a volunteer army of 50,000 to serve 
for two years. We wish there were some hope of seeing 
the Hull bill defeated. But there seems to be none. 
The "madness" is on Administration, Congress and 
people. We must learn of the evils of standing armies 
by actual experience. We have " tasted blood." No- 
body shall restrain us. We will eat our fill, even if 
" government of the people, by the people and for the 
people perish from off the earth." 



Under this title Mr. Edward Atkinson of 
Nat'onai'cHm Boston has published his estimate of what 

the war with Spain is likely to cost the 
nation in the immediate future. The title was suggested 
to him by the utterance of President McKinley on the 
11th of April last: " I speak not of forcible annexation, 
for that cannot be thought of. That, by our code of 
morality, would be criminal aggression." Mr. Atkinson 
shows that before the war the average annual per capita 
expense for twenty years for the administration of the 
government was in round numbers five dollars, about 
half that of the military powers of Europe. This ex- 
penditure was likely to have been equalled by the normal 
income from the Dingley law when once fairly in opera- 
tion. The present revenue of the government, includ- 
ing that from the war tax, is about six dollars and twenty 
cents per capita, or something over ninety-one millions in 
the aggregate more than the former expenditures. Mr. 
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Atkinson argues that this additional sum will probably 
be wholly insufficient to meet the increased annual ex- 
penses of the government which the occupation of the 
Philippines, Cuba, Porto Rico and Hawaii will impose 
upon the taxpayers of the country. He is probably 
fifty to a hundred millions within the mark when he says 
that the two hundred millions borrowed by the govern- 
ment by the bond sale will all be exhausted in the pay- 
ment of the actual expenses of the war, if anyone can 
ever tell where the actual expenses cease and the inci- 
dental ones commence. Mr. Atkinson has appended to 
this treatise another entitled ' ' The Hell of War and its 
Penalties," in which he sets forth, what every thinking 
person knows, that the cost to the nation, if it under- 
takes to keep permanent possessions in the tropics and 
send out considerable armies to control them, will be 
very poorly expressed in terms of money. The financial 
burden will be insignificant compared with the physical 
and moral corruption and degeneration. 

In the case of the British army in India, in 1895, out 
of 68,381 men in the cantonments 36,681 were admitted 
into the hospital for venereal diseases alone. Tuat is 
more than half. Of the 13,000 soldiers who return 
from India to England every year more than half have 
suffered from venereal diseases. How many of our 
people who are sighing for the flesh-pots of the tropics 
know that every regiment of English soldiers sent to 
Jamaica is completely used up in three years by death 
and disabling diseases ? 



The Autumnal meeting of the London Peace 

«tocirt". PeaCe Societ y was held at Exeter, England, on the 
18th of October. Sessions were held morn- 
ing, afternoon and evening. Papers were read by G. E. 
Crawford, M.A., of Bristol, on " Armies and Democra- 
cies," by Dr. W. Evans Darby on "The Czar's Eireni- 
con," by Professor Macey, on " Some Necessary Accom- 
paniments of a Peace Policy," by Miss M. L. Cooke on 
" Forces Making for War," and others. Speeches and 
remarks were made by Rev. J. T. Maxwell, of Plymouth, 
by the Right Hon. C. Seale-Hayne, M.P., Rev. John 
Stevens, D.D., of London, Mrs. Richardson of Plymouth, 
Rev. J. Pitkin, of Exeter, Rev. Herbert Arnold, of Exe- 
ter, Mrs. Ida Whipple Benham, from our own country, 
and others. The reports of the meetings show that they 
were decidedly successful and of a very helpful character. 
Naturally the proposal of the Czar of Russia for an inter- 
national conference on reduction of armaments was the 
subject uppermost in the minds of all the speakers. 



By the time this paper reaches our readers, 

the first party of the Doukhobors will have 

arrived in Canada, if they have a favorable passage. The 

party, 1822 in number, left the Russian port of Batum 



on the 21st ult., on the Beaver line steamer Lake Huron. 
Count Serge Tolstoy, son of the famous author, is in 
charge of the party. They will land at St. John, N. B., 
and proceed directly to Winnipeg where they will be 
cared for during the winter. A second party will leave 
Batum shortly on the steamer Lake Superior, in charge 
of Mr. Souleryitsky, who has been prominently connected 
with the movement for their emigration. In the spring 
they will be allotted the lands just west of and touching 
Manitoba which have been given to them by the Canadian 
government. These lands consist of twelve townships of 
thirty-six square miies each, suited to general farming. 
The Canadian government has also decided to give 
them one pound (£1) per capita with which to commence 
their operations. There will be about six thousand five 
hundred of them settled in Canada, when they all arrive. 
There are eleven hundred others in Cyprus. Mr. Aylmer 
Maude, of Essex, England, who has done such efficient 
and unselfish service in making the arrangements with 
the Canadian government for the settlement of the col- 
ony, was recently in Boston and made us two calls at our 
office. Mr. Maude has spent more than twenty years in 
Russia and is a thorough friend not only of liberty but 
also of peace, being in sympathy with the Christian 
peace principles of the Doukhobors and of Tolstoy, of 
whose works he is the English translator. The whole 
matter of these persecuted, suffering Doukhobors is one 
of painful interest. It inevitably makes one think of the 
persecutions and wanderings of the Pilgrims in search of 
religious freedom. What this peace people is seeking is 
a still larger freedom of spirit and of practice, and all 
lovers of freedom and of progress will pray God's blessing 
to rest richly on their departure from the land of their 
persecution and their entrance upon their new career of 
peace and rest in the western world. 



We are indebted to Mr. Thomas Willing 
Arbitration. Balch of Philadelphia for a copy of a small 

book now out of print, entitled " Inter- 
national Courts of Arbitration," by his father, Thomas 
Balch. The book was first printed in 1874, and in 1896 
was reprinted for T. W. Balch at Philadelphia by Allen, 
Lane & Scott. The interest of the little volume centers 
in the fact that it contains the letter written at Paris on 
March 3d 1865 and printed by the New York Tribune on 
the 13th of May following, in which Thomas Balch out- 
lined, with the reasons therefor, a plan for a Court of 
Arbitration to settle the difficulties then existing between 
the United States and Great Britain over the Alabama 
affair. Mr. Balch was among the first, if not the first, to 
suggest arbitration for the settlement of the grave dispute, 
having mentioned the matter to President Lincoln as 
early as November 1861, and to European publicists and 
jurists earlier still. His is the credit, at any rate, of 
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having first outlined the plan which was afterwards sub- 
stantially followed in the constitution of the Geneva 
court, and of having impressed his idea so strongly upon 
influential persons that after years it bore substantial 
fruit in one of the greatest international events of modern 
times. Besides its historical value in this respect, Mr. 
Balch's book has a general and permanent value in refer- 
ence to the whole subject of arbitration and arbitration 
tribunals, and we are sorry it is out of print. 



The Boston Central Labor Union, to which 
f°l ton .> • are attached 85 of the trade unions of the 

Labor Union. 

city and vicinity, have taken strong ground 
against the policy of expansion now pending before the 
nation. The Union has forwarded to the Massachusetts 
Representatives and Senators in Washington a letter 
asking their consideration of the following resolu- 
tions : 

"Resolved, that we, the members of the Boston Central 
Labor Union, on behalf of the organized workers of 
Massachusetts, enter emphatic protest against the poli- 
cy of imperialism, now being shaped as the result of 
a war undertaken in the alleged name of humanity. 

Resolved, that while we ardently sympathize with the 
oppressed of all lands in their efforts towards freedom, 
we deem the best course for our government to pursue 
is to direct its earnest thought in modifying or amelio- 
rating social and industrial conditions among ourselves 
rather than undertake the solution of still more com- 
plex problems. 

Resolved, that knowing the tenor and impulse of the 
organized workers of our country, long the slaves of a 
vicious, pauperizing system of capitalism in an alleged 
free land, and victims of hireling bullet and judicial preju- 
dice, we advisedly warn the national government against 
an aggravation of industrial discontent that cannot be 
avoided under the proposed imperialistic regime." 



Mr. William T. Stead, who is doing 

Christian Endeavor such splendid work to make the Czar > s 
and Peace. r 

conference a success, has sent the fol- 
lowing message to the United Society of Christian En- 
deavor for the Christian Endeavorers of the world: 

"The year 1899 brings with it a great opportunity. 
In the last nine years Christian governments have spent 
upon armaments for war a sum far exceeding five thou- 
sand million dollars. To abate this gigantic waste of the 
resources of civilization, the Russian Emperor has sum- 
moned all governments to a conference. TJiat conference 
will fail unless vigorously supported by demonstrations 
of enthusiastic approval all around the world. I appeal 
to the Christian Endeavorers to do their part in evoking 
that enthusiasm and in giving it practical shape. Now is 
the time to act. Let each society be converted into a 
local peace committee, and undertake the duty of getting 
up steam for the Peace Conference. Otherwise, the re- 
sponsibility for the failure of this great opportunity may 
rest on your heads." 



Brevities. 

The Bishop of London this year recommended Peace 
Sunday to his clergy. 

. . . The Delagoa Railway Arbitration Court at Berne 
"is making astonishingly slow progress," says the Her- 
ald of Peace. But it isn't killing anybody. 

. . . France sells England three hundred million dollars 
worth of goods each year. 

. . . The international federation- of students, so much 
talked of, has finally been inaugurated. The first Inter- 
national Congress of Students was recently held at Turin, 
Italy. 

. . . The President of the Argentine Republic, in his 
reply to the telegram and letter sent to him by the 
recent Turin Peace Conference says : "The peaceful 
disposition of my country ought to be known to all the 
world. The treaty recently made with Italy is the most 
eloquent proof of it. Arbitration is considered in the 
Argentine Republic as the most equitable and practical 
solution of all international differences." 

. . . The American Bible Society distributes a million 
and a half copies of the Scriptures each year. In the 
eighty-two years of its history it has distributed sixty- 
four million copies, in one hundred languages. It main- 
tains four hundred colporteurs in foreign lands. That is 
a work of brotherhood and peace of the noblest order. 

. . . Dr. C. A. Bickford, editor of the Morning- Star, 
has published, by request, in pamphlet form, under the 
title of "Christianity and War", an address delivered by 
him last summer at the convention at Ocean Park, Me. 
The address is annotated, and is a strong and valuable 
addition to the literature of peace. 

. . . The German army is to be gradually increased by 
40,000 men, the increase to be completed by 1903. This 
will require a yearly addition to the estimates of 
8,000,000 marks. 

. . . Ten thousand casks of strong drink sent to 
Manila were our first invoice to "our new possessions." 
They did not wait for the missionaries. They wanted to 
begin the work of "civilization" at once. 

. . . Gen. Calixto Garcia', one of the most distinguished 
of the Cuban leaders, and the head of the Commission 
chosen by the Cuban Assembly to visit this country for 
consultation as to the future interests of the island, died 
suddenly at Washington on the 11th of December, from 
the effects of the sudden change of climate. Gen. 
Garcia was an unwavering advocate of Cuban inde- 
pendence. 

. Mr. Oscar Straus, new United States Minister to 
Turkey, has been given assurances by the Sultan that a 
satisfactory settlement of all pending questions between 
the United States and Turkey, including the payment of 
an indemnity for American losses in Armenia, will be 
made. 

. . . Claims to the amount of more than twenty million 
dollars have already been filed at the State Department 



